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BROADBAND SERVICEABLE
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RFP NUMBER PBDA-2023-02

DATE OF ISSUANCE 
March 13, 2023



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The Commonwealth will make every effort to adhere to the following schedule:

	Date

	
Deadline to submit Questions via email to scurtin@pa.gov
	
4:00 p.m. on March 27, 2023

	Answers to Questions posted to the eMarketplace website at https://www.emarketplace.pa.sate.us/Search.aspx
no later than this date:
	
April 3, 2023

	Offerors to monitor website for all communications regarding the RFP:
	
Ongoing

	
Deadline to submit Proposal to Issuing Office via email at scurtin@pa.gov
	
4:00 p.m. on April 10, 2023





Project Statement

I-1. 	Background.  The Pennsylvania Broadband Development Authority (Authority), established by Act 96 of 2021, is the single point of contact for entities wishing to engage in broadband development and deployment in the Commonwealth. The Authority identifies and coordinates federal and state funding opportunities for broadband expansion purposes, such as those received under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA).

The Authority is issuing this Request for Proposal (RFP) to obtain a dataset or datasets to be used as the basis for a broadband serviceable location (BSL) fabric to support the distribution of broadband funding throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Commonwealth). This data will be used to create a dataset covering the geographic extent of the Commonwealth to identify BSL as defined in the Broadband DATA Act 47 U.S.C. § 641 et seq. 

I-2.	Objective. The Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED), Pennsylvania Broadband Development Authority (Authority), seeks to secure geographic data for use as a broadband serviceable location (“BSL”) fabric dataset (“dataset”) from the awarded Offeror.  The data from the awarded Offeror shall assist PBDA with the following:

· Creation of a BSL “fabric” dataset which covers the geographic extent of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
· Ongoing analysis of BSLs and broadband serviceable availability throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
· For display in static maps, online web maps/mapping applications 
· Use in grant programs pertaining to broadband infrastructure expansion, broadband access expansion, digital equity, or any broadband grant programs administered by the Authority. 

I-3. 	DCED Contracting Officer. The DCED Contracting Officer responsible for this RFP and Purchase Order (PO) on behalf of the Commonwealth and sole point of contact for this RFP shall be:

Sharon Curtin
Procurement Specialist 3
PA Department of Community & Economic Development
Commonwealth Keystone Building
400 North Street, 4th Floor | Harrisburg, PA 17120-0225
Email: scurtin@pa.gov

Please refer all inquiries to the Issuing Officer.

I-4. 	Method and Term of Purchase Order. DCED shall award one purchase order to the best value offeror who is deemed responsive.  The term of the PO will commence on the Effective Date and continue for one (1) year with the option to renew for four (4) additional one-year term, at the discretion of the Commonwealth.
In order to be deemed responsive, the offeror must be able to perform the required services as outlined in the project statement and in accordance with the terms and conditions presented within this RFP.

The selected Offeror shall not start the performance of any work prior to the Effective Date of the PO and the Commonwealth shall not be liable to pay the selected Offeror for any service or work performed or expenses incurred before the Effective Date of the contract. 

I-5.   	Requirements. The Authority seeks to procure geographic (or “spatial”) data from a qualified vendor to assist with the Authority’s broadband initiatives as stated in the Objective. 
Due to the current project timeline, the Authority is specifically seeking to procure geographic (or “spatial”) data that meets the following technical requirements:

· This data must be suitable for serving as a key component of various public maps, mapping applications, and spatial analyses for broadband expansion efforts by the Authority. 
· This data should include but is not limited to: parcel/cadastral data, building footprints, geocoded address points, and other relevant data to show broadband service availability at the address level.
· The product must be “off-the-shelf” and readily available upon the execution of a contract between the Authority and the Offeror. 
· The data must be transmitted through a secure, digital means including, Secure File Transfer Protocol (SFTP), Electronic File Transfer (EFT), an Application Programming Interface (API), or a similar medium.
· Due to the Authority’s role in the distribution of funding, this dataset must be able to be shared to/utilized by entities outside of the Authority as a part of various grant programs pertaining to broadband expansion. 

	State in succinct terms your understanding of the project presented, or the service required by this RFP.

Offeror Response.

I-6.	Offeror Qualifications.  All Offerors are required to have experience working with state and local governments in the delivery of geographic data, including parcels, building footprints, geocoded address points for use in support of government programs and shall disclose any demonstrated experience as outlined below.

A. Prior Experience.  All Offerors shall provide within their description of products Offered (Part B):

1. Examples and reference of previous work associated with this requirement. 
2. Specify if this data has been used to support infrastructure expansion programs/projects, or more specifically has been used for Broadband Serviceable Location Fabric datasets. 

Offeror Response.

B. Description of Product(s) Offered. Include a detailed description of the datasets being offered in response to this RFP. Description shall include:

1. An overview of the data, use cases or relevant case studies, and any other information relevant to this RFP. 
2. How the data was prepared, including a brief methodology, any pertinent quality metrics, and metadata information.
3. Additional information regarding the underlying data sources used to create the dataset and the frequency of updates to the data. 

Offeror Response.

C. Personnel. All Offerors shall include the number of executive and professional personnel, analysts, auditors, researchers, programmers, consultants, etc., who will be engaged in the work. Offerors shall show where these personnel will be physically located during the time they are engaged in the Project. For key personnel, identified as project lead and supporting roles, include the employee’s name and, through a resume or similar document, the Project personnel’s education, and experience in supporting commercial geographic data creation or distribution. Do not include personal data on employees that would include home address and phone numbers.

Offeror Response.

D. Technical Assistance. Please describe the technical assistance and/or support available to the Authority included with the procurement of data in relation this RFP. Within your response provide details of response turnaround time, the team that assists in trouble shooting, and where this staff is located.  Do not include personal data on employees that would include home address and phone numbers.

Offeror Response.

I-7. 	Terms and Conditions Pertaining to Data Access and Sharing. The data related to this RFP will be used to create an authoritative data source to show the locations of where broadband availability and service exist throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It is imperative that the data can be shared with entities outside of the Authority as part of broadband expansion grant programs. 

All Offerors shall describe the terms and conditions of access, use, and ability to share data with external entities. If there are licensing restrictions in order to share data, specify the conditions on which data could be shared externally for use in broadband expansion efforts through the Authority.

Offeror Response.

I-8.	Cost Submittal. All Offerors shall electronically submit the Cost Submittal in accordance with Section II-5. 

· The total proposed cost should be broken down into the components set forth in Appendix D – Cost Submittal Worksheet. 
· Offerors should not include any assumptions in their cost submittals. If the Offeror includes assumptions in its cost submittal, the Issuing Office may reject the proposal. 
· Offerors should direct in writing to the Issuing Office pursuant to Section I-3 of this RFP any questions about whether a cost or other component is included or applies. All Offerors will then have the benefit of the Issuing Office’s written answer so that all proposals are submitted on the same basis.

The selected Offeror shall be compensated for work satisfactorily performed after execution of a written contract and the start of the contract term, in accordance with contract requirements, and only after the Issuing Office has issued a notice to proceed.

I-9. 	Emergency Preparedness.  To support continuity of operations during an emergency, including a pandemic, the Commonwealth needs a strategy for maintaining operations for an extended period of time. One part of this strategy is to ensure that essential contracts that provide critical business services to the Commonwealth have planned for such an emergency and put contingencies in place to provide needed goods and services.

A. Describe how you anticipate such a crisis will impact your operations.
B. Describe your emergency response continuity of operations plan. Please attach a copy of your plan, or at a minimum, summarize how your plan addresses the following aspects of pandemic preparedness:

· employee training (describe your organization’s training plan, and how frequently your plan will be shared with employees)
· identified essential business functions and key employees (within your organization) necessary to carry them out
· contingency plans for: 
· How your organization will handle staffing issues when a portion of key employees are incapacitated due to illness.
· How employees in your organization will carry out the essential functions if contagion control measures prevent them from coming to the primary workplace. 
· How your organization will communicate with staff and suppliers when primary communications systems are overloaded or otherwise fail, including key contacts, chain of communications (including suppliers), etc.
· How and when your emergency plan will be tested, and if the plan will be tested by a third-party.

Offeror Response.

I-10. 	Objections and Additions to Standard Contract Terms and Conditions. The Offeror will identify which, if any, of the terms and conditions (contained in Part VI) it would like to negotiate and what additional terms and conditions the Offeror would like to add to the standard contract terms and conditions. The Offeror’s failure to make a submission under this paragraph will result in its waiving its right to do so later, but the Issuing Office may consider late objections and requests for additions if to do so, in the Issuing Office’s sole discretion, would be in the best interest of the Commonwealth. The Issuing Office may, in its sole discretion, accept or reject any requested changes to the standard contract terms and conditions. The Offeror shall not request changes to the other provisions of the RFP, nor shall the Offeror request to completely substitute its own terms and conditions for Part VI. All terms and conditions must appear in one integrated contract. The Issuing Office will not accept references to the Offeror’s, or any other, online guides or online terms and conditions contained in any proposal.

Regardless of any objections set out in its proposal, the Offeror must submit its proposal, including the cost proposal, on the basis of the terms and conditions set out in Part VI. The Issuing Office will reject any proposal that is conditioned on the negotiation of the terms and conditions set out in Part VI or to other provisions of the RFP as specifically identified above.

Offeror Response.



General Information

II-1.	Incurring Costs. The Issuing Office is not liable for any costs the Offeror incurs in preparation and submission of its proposal, in participating in the RFP process or in anticipation of award of the contract.

II-2. 	Questions & Answers. If an Offeror has any questions regarding this RFP, the Offeror must submit the questions by email (with the subject line “RFP PBDA-2023-02 Question”) to the Issuing Officer named in Part I, Section I-3 of the RFP. 
If the Offeror has questions, they may be submitted as they arise via email, but no later than the date indicated on the Calendar of Events. The Issuing Officer shall post the answers to the Questions to eMarketplace at http://www.emarketplace.state.pa.us/Search.aspx  
on an ongoing basis until the deadline stated on the Calendar of Events. When an Offeror submits a question after the deadline date for receipt of questions indicated on the Calendar of Events, the Issuing Officer may respond to questions of an administrative nature by directing the questioning Offeror to specific provisions in the RFP. To the extent that the Issuing Office decides to respond to a non-administrative question after the deadline date, the question and answer will be provided to all Offerors through an addendum.

All questions and responses as posted to eMarketplace are considered as an addendum to, and part of, this RFP in accordance with RFP Part I, Section II-3. Each Offeror shall be responsible to monitor eMarketplace for new or revised RFP information. The Issuing Office shall not be bound by any verbal information, nor shall it be bound by any written information that is not either contained within the RFP or formally issued as an addendum by the Issuing Office. The Issuing Office does not consider questions to be a protest of the specifications or of the solicitation. The required protest process for Commonwealth procurements is described in Part I, Section II-17.

II-3. 	Addenda to the RFP. If the Issuing Office deems it necessary to revise any part of this RFP before the proposal response date, the Issuing Office will post an addendum to eMarketplace at http://www.emarketplace.state.pa.us/Search.aspx. It is the Offeror’s responsibility to periodically check eMarketplace for any new information or addenda to the RFP. Answers to the questions asked during the Questions & Answers period also will be posted to eMarketplace as addenda to the RFP.

II-4. 	 Evaluation Criteria.  The following criteria will be used in evaluating each proposal:

A. Technical: The Issuing Office has established the weight for the Technical criterion for this RFP as 70% of the total points. Evaluation will be based upon the following: Evaluation will be based upon the following in order of importance:

i. Soundness of Approach
ii. Qualifications
iii. Terms and Conditions Pertaining to Data Access and Sharing

The final Technical scores are determined by giving the maximum number of technical points available to the proposal(s) with the highest raw technical score. The remaining proposals are rated by applying the Technical Scoring Formula set forth below.

The final Technical scores are determined by giving the maximum number of Technical points available (A) to the proposal with the highest raw technical score.  The remaining proposals are rated by applying the following formula:

Raw Technical Score of Proposal Being Scored x  A= Final Technical Score Highest Raw Technical Score


A. Cost: The Issuing Office has established the weight for the Cost criterion for this RFP as 30% of the total points. The cost criterion is rated by giving the proposal with the lowest total cost the maximum number of Cost points available. The remaining proposals are rated by applying the Cost Formula set forth below.

[1 - (B-A)/A] x C = Final Cost Score

A—the lowest Offeror's cost. B— the Offeror's cost being scored.
C—the maximum number of cost points available.

Note: If the formula results in a negative number (which will occur when the Offeror's cost is more than twice the lowest cost), zero points shall be assigned.


B. Domestic Workforce Utilization: Any points received for the Domestic Workforce Utilization criterion are bonus points in addition to the total points for this RFP. The maximum amount of bonus points available for this criterion is 3% of the total points for this RFP.

To the extent permitted by the laws and treaties of the United States, each proposal will be scored for its commitment to use domestic workforce in the fulfillment of the contract. Maximum consideration will be given to those Offerors who will perform the contracted direct labor exclusively within the geographical boundaries of the United States or within the geographical boundaries of a country that is a party to the World Trade Organization Government Procurement Agreement. Those who propose to perform a portion of the direct labor outside of the United States and not within the geographical boundaries of a party to the World Trade Organization Government Procurement Agreement will receive a correspondingly smaller score for this criterion. Points are awarded using the formula below.

% of Domestic Workforce Utilization x Allocated Points.

II-5.	Response Date. To be considered for selection, electronic proposal submissions as described in this RFP must be electronically received by the Issuing Office on or before the time and date specified in the RFP Calendar of Events. The Issuing Office will reject any late proposals.

II-6.	Proposal Submission and Proposal Requirements.

A. Proposal Submission: To be considered, Offerors should submit via email a complete response to this RFP to the Issuing Office, using the format provided in Section II-6B, providing a single electronic proposal with separate pdf files for the Technical Submittal; the Cost Submittal; 
1. The email should clearly identify the Offeror and include in the subject heading “Proposal Submission for RFP PBDA-2023-02”. 
2. Each proposal page should be numbered for ease of reference. 
3. An official authorized to bind the Offeror to its provisions must sign the proposal. If the official signs the Proposal Cover Sheet (Appendix A to this RFP) and the Proposal Cover Sheet is scanned and provided in a PDF version in the Offeror’s electronically submitted proposal, the requirement will be met. 

The Offeror shall make no other distribution of its proposal to any other Offeror or Commonwealth official or Commonwealth consultant. 

For this RFP, the proposal must remain valid for 120 days or until a contract is fully executed. If the Issuing Office selects the Offeror’s proposal for award, the contents of the selected Offeror’s proposal will become, except to the extent the contents are changed through Best and Final Offers or negotiations, contractual obligations. 

Each Offeror submitting a proposal specifically waives any right to withdraw or modify it, except that the Offeror may withdraw its proposal by emailing the Issuing Office prior to the deadline for proposal submissions. An Offeror may modify its submitted proposal prior to the deadline for proposal submissions by emailing the Issuing Office prior to the deadline for proposal submission. All emails must clearly identify the Offeror and include in the heading either “Request to Withdraw Proposal for RFP PBDA-2023-02” or “Revised Proposal for RFP PBDA-2023-02”, as appropriate.  Revised proposals must comply with the RFP Requirements.

B. Proposal Format: All Offerors shall submit their proposals in the format, including heading descriptions, outlined below. To be considered, the proposal must respond to all proposal requirements. 

1. Offerors should provide any other information thought to be relevant, but not applicable to the enumerated categories, as an appendix to the Proposal.
2. All cost data relating to this proposal should be kept separate from and not included in the Technical Submittal. 
3. Offerors should not reiterate technical information in the cost submittal. 
4. Each electronic proposal shall consist of the following three separate electronic files:

a. Technical Submittal, response to Section I-5 through I-7, I-9 through I-10.
b. Cost Submittal, Appendix D response to Section I-8.
c. All appendixes to include:
i. Cover Sheet, Appendix A.
ii. Domestic Workforce Form, Appendix B.
iii. Trade Secret Form, Appendix C.

II-7. 	Rejection of Proposals. The Issuing Office reserves the right, in its sole and complete discretion, to reject any proposal received as a result of this RFP.
	
II-8.	Discussions for Clarification. Offerors may be required to make an oral or written clarification of their proposals to the Issuing Office to ensure thorough mutual understanding and responsiveness to the solicitation requirements. The Issuing Office will initiate requests for clarification. Clarifications may occur at any stage of the evaluation and selection process prior to contract execution.

The Issuing Office reserves the right to request additional information which, in the Issuing Office’s opinion, is necessary to assure that the Offeror’s competence, number of qualified employees, business organization, and financial resources are adequate to perform according to the RFP.

The Issuing Office may make investigations as deemed necessary to determine the
ability of the Offeror to perform the Project, and the Offeror shall furnish to the Issuing Office all requested information and data. The Issuing Office reserves the right to reject any proposal if the evidence submitted by, or investigation of, such Offeror fails to satisfy the Issuing Office that such Offeror is properly qualified to carry out the obligations of the RFP and to complete the Project as specified.

II-9. 	Prime Contractor Responsibilities. The selected Offeror shall perform the largest percentage of work as compared to its subcontractors and suppliers. Nevertheless, the contract will require the selected Offeror to assume responsibility for all services offered in its proposal whether it produces them itself or by subcontract. Further, the Issuing Office will consider the selected Offeror to be the sole point of contact with regard to all contractual matters.

II-10.	Proposal Contents.

A. Confidential Information. The Commonwealth is not requesting, and does not require, confidential proprietary information or trade secrets to be included as part of Offerors’ submissions in order to evaluate proposals submitted in response to this RFP. Accordingly, except as provided herein, Offerors should not label proposal submissions as confidential or proprietary or trade secret protected. 
Any Offeror who determines that it must divulge such information as part of its proposal must submit the signed written statement described in subsection c. below and must additionally provide a redacted version of its proposal, which removes only the confidential proprietary information and trade secrets, for required public disclosure purposes.

B. Commonwealth Use. All material submitted with the proposal shall be considered the property of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The Commonwealth has the right to use any or all ideas not protected by intellectual property rights that are presented in any proposal regardless of whether the proposal becomes part of a contract. Notwithstanding any Offeror copyright designations contained in proposals, the Commonwealth shall have the right to make copies and distribute proposals internally and to comply with public record or other disclosure requirements under the provisions of any Commonwealth or United States statute or regulation, or rule or order of any court of competent jurisdiction.
C. Public Disclosure. After the award of a contract pursuant to this RFP, all proposal submissions are subject to disclosure in response to a request for public records made under the Pennsylvania Right-to-Know-Law, 65 P.S. § 67.101, et seq. 
If a proposal submission contains confidential proprietary information or trade secrets, a signed written statement to this effect must be provided with the submission in accordance with 65 P.S. § 67.707(b) for the information to be considered exempt under 65 P.S. § 67.708(b)(11) from public records requests. Refer to Appendix C of the RFP for a Trade Secret Confidential Proprietary Information Notice Form that may be utilized as the signed written statement, if applicable. If financial capability information is submitted in response to Part III of this RFP, such financial capability information is exempt from public records disclosure under 65 P.S. § 67.708(b)(26).

II-11	Best and Final Offers (BAFO).  The Issuing Office reserves the right to conduct discussions with Offerors for the purpose of obtaining “best and final offers.”   The Evaluation Criteria found in Part II, Section II-4, shall also be used to evaluate the Best and Final offers.

A. Methods for BAFO.  To obtain best and final offers from Offerors, the Issuing Office may do one or more of the following, in any combination and order:

1. Schedule oral presentations.
2. Request revised proposals.
3. Conduct an online auction.
4. Enter into pre-selection negotiations.

B. Exclusions.  The following Offerors will not be invited by the Issuing Office to submit a Best and Final Offer:

1. Those Offerors which the Issuing Office has determined to be not responsible or whose proposals the Issuing Office has determined to be not responsive.
2. Those Offerors which the Issuing Office has determined in accordance with this RFP from the submitted and gathered financial and other information, do not possess the financial capability, experience, or qualifications to assure good faith performance of the contract.
3. Those Offerors whose score for their technical submittal of the proposal is less than 75% of the total amount of technical points allotted to the technical criterion.

The Issuing Office may further limit participation in the best and final offers process to those remaining responsible offerors which the Issuing Office has, within its discretion, determined to be within the top competitive range of responsive proposals.

II-12.	News Releases.  Offerors shall not issue news releases, Internet postings, advertisements or any other public communications pertaining to this Project without prior written approval of the Issuing Office, and then only in coordination with the Issuing Office.

II-13.  	Restriction of Contact.   From the issue date of this RFP until the Issuing Office selects a proposal for award, the Issuing Officer is the sole point of contact concerning this RFP. Any violation of this condition may be cause for the Issuing Office to reject the offending Offeror’s proposal. If the Issuing Office later discovers that the Offeror has engaged in any violations of this condition, the Issuing Office may reject the offending Offeror’s proposal or rescind its contract award. Offerors must agree not to distribute any part of their proposals beyond the Issuing Office. An Offeror who shares information contained in its proposal with other Commonwealth personnel and/or competing Offeror personnel may be disqualified.

II-14. 	Offeror’s Representations and Authorizations. By submitting its proposal, each Offeror understands, represents, and acknowledges that:

A. All of the Offeror’s information and representations in the proposal are material and important, and the Issuing Office may rely upon the contents of the proposal in awarding the contract(s). The Commonwealth shall treat any misstatement, omission or misrepresentation as fraudulent concealment of the true facts relating to the Proposal submission, punishable pursuant to 18 Pa. C.S. § 4904.

B. The Offeror has arrived at the price(s) and amounts in its proposal independently and without consultation, communication, or agreement with any other Offeror or potential offeror.

C. The Offeror has not disclosed the price(s), the amount of the proposal, nor the approximate price(s) or amount(s) of its proposal to any other firm or person who is an Offeror or potential offeror for this RFP, and the Offeror shall not disclose any of these items on or before the proposal submission deadline specified in the Calendar of Events of this RFP.
D. The Offeror has not attempted, nor will it attempt, to induce any firm or person to refrain from submitting a proposal on this contract, or to submit a proposal higher than this proposal, or to submit any intentionally high or noncompetitive proposal or other form of complementary proposal.

E. The Offeror makes its proposal in good faith and not pursuant to any agreement or discussion with, or inducement from, any firm or person to submit a complementary or other noncompetitive proposal.

F. To the best knowledge of the person signing the proposal for the Offeror, the Offeror, its affiliates, subsidiaries, officers, directors, and employees are not currently under investigation by any governmental agency and have not in the last four years been convicted or found liable for any act prohibited by State or Federal law in any jurisdiction, involving conspiracy or collusion with respect to bidding or proposing on any public contract, except as the Offeror has disclosed in its proposal.

G. To the best of the knowledge of the person signing the proposal for the Offeror and except as the Offeror has otherwise disclosed in its proposal, the Offeror has no outstanding, delinquent obligations to the Commonwealth including, but not limited to, any state tax liability not being contested on appeal or other obligation of the Offeror that is owed to the Commonwealth.

H. The Offeror is not currently under suspension or debarment by the Commonwealth, any other state, or the federal government, and if the Offeror cannot so certify, then it shall submit along with its proposal a written explanation of why it cannot make such certification.

I. The Offeror has not made, under separate contract with the Issuing Office, any recommendations to the Issuing Office concerning the need for the services described in its proposal or the specifications for the services described in the proposal.

J. Each Offeror, by submitting its proposal, authorizes Commonwealth agencies to release to the Commonwealth information concerning the Offeror's Pennsylvania taxes, unemployment compensation and workers’ compensation liabilities.

K. Until the selected Offeror receives a fully executed and approved written contract from the Issuing Office, there is no legal and valid contract, in law or in equity, and the Offeror shall not begin to perform.

L. The Offeror is not currently engaged and will not during the duration of the contract engage, in a boycott of a person or an entity based in or doing business with a jurisdiction which the Commonwealth is not prohibited by Congressional statute from engaging in trade or commerce.

II-15.	Notification of Selection.

A. Contract Negotiations. The Issuing Office will notify all Offerors in writing of the Offeror selected for contract negotiations after the Issuing Office has determined, taking into consideration all of the evaluation factors, the proposal that is the most advantageous to the Issuing Office.

B. Award. Offerors whose proposals are not selected will be notified when contract negotiations have been successfully completed and the Issuing Office has received the final negotiated contract signed by the selected Offeror.

II-16.	Debriefing Conferences. Upon notification of award, Offerors whose proposals were not selected will be given the opportunity to be debriefed. The Issuing Office will schedule the debriefing at a mutually agreeable time. 
The debriefing will not compare the Offeror with other Offerors, other than the position of the Offeror’s proposal in relation to all other Offeror proposals. An Offeror’s exercise of the opportunity to be debriefed does not constitute nor toll the time for filing a protest.

II-17.	RFP Protest Procedure. The RFP Protest Procedure is on the DGS website at http://www.dgs.pa.gov/Documents/Procurement%20Forms/Handbook/Pt1/Pt%20I%20C h%2058%20Bid%20Protests.pdf. A protest by a party that has not or has not yet submitted a proposal must be filed no later than the proposal submission deadline specified in the Calendar of Events of the RFP. Offerors may file a protest within seven days after the protesting Offeror knew or should have known of the facts giving rise to the protest, but in no event may an Offeror file a protest later than seven days after the date the notice of award of the contract is posted on the DGS website. The date of filing is the date of receipt of the protest. A protest must be filed in writing with the Issuing Office. To be timely, the protest must be received by 4:00 p.m. on the seventh day.

II-18.	Use of Electronic Versions of this RFP. This RFP is being made available by electronic means. If an Offeror electronically accepts the RFP, the Offeror acknowledges and accepts full responsibility to ensure that no changes are made to the RFP. In the event of a conflict between a version of the RFP in the Offeror’s possession and the Issuing Office’s version of the RFP, the Issuing Office’s version shall govern



